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During a recent conversation with my spiritual
mentor they offered an image that they had mused
on while praying for me and the ministry of FACT.
They described a nutcracker and how it needed to be
used carefully to achieve success. The nutcracker was
the sort which, as a child, I used at Christmas with
varying degrees of success.
Either I would try so hard that the nutshell would

shatter into a million pieces and travel in a million
directions leavingme with nothing tomunch on and a
mess to clear up or I would hold back on the pressure
and endup being frustrated with the lack of progress.
The hardest nuts for me to crack were the Brazils.
My mentor and I explored the image and what we
thought God might be saying through it.
Our conclusions were that there would be some
‘tough nuts’ to crack with the new Intergenerational
Services and that it would need me to exert sufficient
pressure, in all its positive forms, to crack some nuts.

It’s not because those who were involved were
being awkward and obstructive but simply that I had
not found the best way forward for them in their
own particular situation. I might need to find a
better way forward to enable them to experience all
that is good and helpful about the new
Intergenerational way of thinking and doing. I will
sometimes need to findways thatwill crack the hard
nuts but not using so much pressure as to make the
nut shatter leaving destruction and a mess. A very
fine line to walk! (Sorry, I’m mixing my metaphors
now!)
It was an encouragement to me to push on and not
to be frightened to step back, and think again of how
to achieve what I believe is essential in church
mission at this time. I wonder whether this
resonates with you and your own situations at home
or church?
For me the image is a positive one. One that speaks
of pushing on and overcoming obstacles with
positive outcomes for everyone involved, it’s not an
image of winning or beating someone. So, this
encouraging picture that I have taken to heart,
where I can sometimes feel like it’s too hard to do or
that there’s no point in wasting time on a particular
venture to find a way through, speaks of
perseverance.
Every single church that I have worked with thus far
has been very keen to make this work and can see
the huge benefits of this new approach in gathered
acts of worship. I currently have the pleasurable
issue of approaching capacity with churches that I
can work with. How I can increase further
opportunities for others will be another nut to crack!

Last Easter, during lock down, I created a video that
used the Gospel accounts to retell the whole of the
Easter story. I interspersed the retelling with a little
puppetry to ask some pertinent questions. It’s quite
long, lasting 15 minutes but it proved to be a useful
resource for many churches, both locally and
nationally. You can watch it via our website or on
YouTube. Look up, Faith Awareness in Children Trust
or if you access this newsletter via our website you
can click on this hyperlink to our page.
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c h a n n e l /
UCDkq9iTJNC2vOShPuLHB6Hw
This year I have created a simpler and shorter video
that is also on our website and YouTube channel.
Use the link above. Do make use of it if that will be
helpful to you, your children’s group or your church.

Once in a while we need to leap forward with
technology as what was familiar and comfortable
becomes slow, out of date and not fit for purpose!
We have been going through one such timeover the
last few months. A new laptop (very shiny) which
meant new in the ‘Cloud’ processes with new
software (the old software wasn’t compatible!)
which led to new broadband (data to and from the
Cloud needed to be quicker!) have all been very time
consuming, and at times a little frustrating and
bewildering. I’m still discovering new buttons to
click and new functions to playwith but little by little
I think I’m getting there. I keep reminding myself
that no-one can stand still as if you do you will get
left behind.All this ‘stuff’ isof novalue inand of itself
but whenput towork theyare tools for theKingdom
of God. William Booth, founder of the Salvation
Army used the latest tech of his day to good
purpose. He famously sent a oneword telegram one
Christmas, that is a story worth looking up.

It’s very exciting to have a new, dedicated volunteer
in the office once again.WelcomeMilly, I’m sure you
will be extremely useful and I’m looking forward to
having you on board with FACT for the next 3
months. Milly will be undertaking lots of practical
tasks based at the office as part of her Bronze DofE.
One of her firsts tasks has been to manage the
production and distribution process of this
newsletter!

FACT has always sought to be at the cutting edge of
children’s ministry and so I think it’s fair to say
there’s never a dullmoment withus. Wehave always
been blessed with awesome Trustees who have
brought wisdom andoversight to the running of the
charity. Each one has brought their own skills and
experiences and added them to the whole and in so
doing we have always been well governed. We
currently have 4 Trustees but we needmore.We are
seeking 3more over the next 12 months in readiness
for some of our Trustees coming to the end of their
second term of office and so will be stepping down.
I believe it would be true to say that the Trustees
receive as much from FACT as they give.
Covid has caused us all to reassess what we do and
have been involved with and perhaps you have
found yourself with some gaps in your life that could
be profitably filled by stepping up into a Trustee role
at FACT. Why not explore that further over a coffee
and chat without any fear of being caught or
captured. Please think, pray and get in touch.
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“Put your net over the right side of the boat. Then you will catch some fish.”
John 21:6

February was the month of
Using St Valentine and one of the stories attributed
to his life, we investigated the idea of sacrificial love
with the challenge to show acts of love to those we
live with or come into contact with regularly.

We made Valentine
cards which we
were challenged to
give to someone as
an act of love
saying how we
would show real
love towards them.

It is very encouraging to see multiple generations
engaging in worship together. The ‘doing’ is just the
outworking of the ‘being’. Conversations, questions
and moments of awareness of God were all present
in this simple act of worship.

We used small hearts upon which we wrote or drew
simple prayers that we stuck to a large heart that
had a verse from Paul’s letter to the Romans.
It was fabulous to see
whole households
queuing patiently to
stick their numerous
prayers that they had
created together onto
the board. By the time
we had finished the
service the large heart
was covered in prayer.
I was told of one ladywho
popped into the church
during the following week
and added her written prayers
to the ones on the board.

March saw the start of
Lent, a time to change direction. We considered the
meaning of the word, Repent and how we need to
continually be changing our direction of travel
towards God. Songs and video stories all helped us
worship together and a fun activity allowed us to
create a ‘Prayer Catcher’.

It’s wonderful to
be working across
denominat ions
and in very
different settings,
some very new
some very old.

However, all with
households who are
grateful for simple
times that allow
encounters with God
and are accessible to
them in today’s world.
Many are unchurched
but are enjoying the

warm welcomes they
are finding.

I hope you have managed to read the short insights
to the last 2 months of Time 2 Worship Together
Services? There were lots more pictures, stories and
information that could have been shared but I
simply wanted you, a valued supporter, to get an
overview and sense of what FACT is currently
involved with. I wanted you to smile at the success
that is being seen in what we do and to be glad that
you are involved with the ministry of FACT by
receiving this newsletter and I hope praying for the
work and financially supporting it.

The next 4 months
(April - July) will
bring the first full
year of the program
to an end. April will

see me offering a simple Service on Easter. To try
and capture the whole of the Easter Story in 45
minutes is not possible so I will focus on the
message of the angel in the tomb on Easter day,
“You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead!”
2 churches will be partaking in these services before
Easter. They are regulars to the monthly
programme.
May to July will see 5 (possibly 6) churches taking
part in the themes of Ascension, Pentecost and The
Trinity. I would expect to see 100 to 120 people
attending each month (these numbers continue to
grow!), a good number of whom would not be
regular attenders at church.
It is during this time that I will be considering what
the autumn, and beyond, will look like. I will be
considering how I can offer Time 2 Worship
Together Services to others, while going deeper
with those who have already started. I will be
considering what training might be offered and to
whom, as well as working through how to develop
individual church teams that can take this concept
further and more frequently in their own settings,
perhaps with support fromme at a distance.
I sense there is a growing interest in what I often
refer to as the ‘New kid on the block’,
Intergenerational Worship. I wouldbe happy to chat
one to one or to small groups about what it’s all
about and in particular what it isn’t! So get in touch
if that sounds like you and we can move things
forward.

Chatty Charlie at ‘Littletots’.
Toddler Groups have been a staple part of the FACT
diet for many years and I’m pleased to say that, as
the Covid restrictions have lifted bit by bit, these
groups have begun to open up once more.
Interestingly, I have found that some of my
‘regulars’ have not returned while other new ones
have been in touch. I am currently in contact and
visiting 4 groups. In January / February I told the
story of the sick man who had 4 friends that helped
him by lowering him through the roof to the feet of
Jesus. We thought about our ‘Kind Hands’ and at
the end ofMarch I have been telling the Easter Story
with the repetitive line said by the many witnesses
to the resurrection, “Jesus was alive”. I used 2
songs, one very lively and another one to finish on
which wasmuch calmer.No visitwould becomplete
without a puppet to reinforce the message and
Chatty Charlie was on hand (literally!) to help me
with that. I’m never really sure who likes to see my
puppets more, the children or their carers!

There is space in my diary for more visits to more
groups, just get in touch and let’s make this happen.


