
Too many churches have been too quick to close
rather than to find waysto mitigate the Covid threat
and inadvertently have fuelled the bad habit of
non-attendance. Sadly the pandemic has seen the
acceleration of the view in society that church is a
consumable commodity rather than a living
community.
The Intergenerational Services that FACT has
developed and run during the autumn have been
a means to allow households to gather, and in
many cases experience church for the first time, in
ways that are safe, versatile and adaptable to

individual settings.
They have often
been small in
number and it will
be interesting to

see whether those numbers grow or whether the
model is best suited for small intimate groupings.
They have fulfilled their stated aim of affording
people of all ages opportunities to encounterGod.
Lonelinessand isolation have become the bywords
to describe the tragedy of the way somany people
live currently. Yet,God’s blueprint is that we should
be in community and not alone. Churches have
their part to play in this, to be both a place and a
people that help fulfil the need to be community,
not virtually,but face to face.We need to find ways
to speak of hope rather than demonstrate fear. We
need to go the second mile to find ways to
encourage the return to good discipleship habits.
We need to find waysto aid people to once again
place Church into their weekly basket of necessities
rather than seeing themasoccasional special offers.

Most of us have simple patterns when it comes to
our grocery shopping. We go to the same shops
because we know where everything is and we tend
to buy the same products. We might be tempted
occasionally by a special offer but that tends to be

a once only
purchase or
paradoxically
we always buy
the special one-
off offers! When
we examine our
patterns for living
they also tend to
be on repeat

mode. We do the things we like which are not
necessarily the things we need. Thisis so true at this
time of year when we note the need to get back to
eating more healthily having ‘over indulged’ during
the festive season but we really don’t want to
substitutebroccoli for chocolate!
The Christian life is one of discipleship, being a
follower of Jesus.Werecognise we need to develop
healthy spiritual habits that will feed and sustainour
faith but in reality our preferences are often veered
towards life patterns that are not compatible with
these needs.One good habit is to meet with other
Christianson a regular basis for Corporate Worship.
The last 2 years of this Covid pandemic have
interrupted that useful habit and for many it is
proving difficult to reestablish it.We have literally lost
the habit of going to church.We have found other
things to do and places to be other than with
Christiansat church on a Sunday.
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So the day finally arrived when Mike Taylor took off
his glasses and put down his scissors for the last
time.Therewill be no more folding, cutting, envelop
stuffing and odd job fixing in the office by Mike.
After 10 years he has stepped down. At times like
this thank you seemsvery inadequate. Evenwith the
small gift of a couple of bottles of wine and a final
Christmasmeal out with the other volunteers I am
lost for words of gratitude for all he has done. It’s
somany little things that no-one elsewill ever know
about but which have been a support to me and
the ministry of FACT.Even on his final day he was
replacing starters in the fluorescent lighting. (Look
closely at the picture to see the evidence!)
Mike thank you, your shoes will be hard to fill but
I’mwaiting for someone or more than one, to step
up and join the FACTvolunteers.Mike would come
in once a week and at times that suited him.Being
flexible made it possible for him to support us.
Thereisa hole that needs filling, not a Mike shaped
hole but a you shaped hole where you will bring
your own skillsthat we will seek to utilise.
Justget in touch and start a conversation that might
lead nowhere or it might lead somewhere.
I would offer you a ‘BuckinghamPalace
Mince Pie’ which were a gift but they
are all gone. However there is a good
stock of chocky biscuits!

It was good to be able to visita couple of toddler
groups in December. The rereading of ‘The
ChristmasPromise’with the support of my puppet
‘Baby’, was very well received by many households
who had never experienced my unique approach
to presentations for very young people. I hope to
revisit these groups in 2022.

Don’t forget you can use this QR
code to visitour website.

Don’t forget you can use this QR
code to visit our donation page.
(While you’re there feel free to
make a donation as well!)



Is the end of the bread the crust, the heel, the
knobby or something else? Is that shoe a Dap,
Dapper, Plimsole, Guttie or something else?
Apparently in Gibraltar it’s known as a ‘Kung-Fu
Shoe’!
We paused to considerthe teaching of Matthew 25
where the king in the parable states:

The churches that held these services are in the
local borough which has housed over 250 Afghan
refugees in recent months. Community groups and
churcheshave done much to clothe, provide special
itemsand offer space for these fragmented families
to meet up and play so the teaching had a special
meaning for them at this time. An ESOL(Englishfor
Speakers of Other Languages) has been run via a
local church.

In our prayer time during the service we used play
dough as a vehicle to aid us in our thinking about
things that are beautiful, things that are useful and
things that are valuable.
This Intergenerational Service was simple and
accessibleregardless of age or ability yet profound
and deep at the same time.
One 15 year old commented,

A minister wrote,’

January saw FACT offering Intergenerational
Services on the theme of, ‘Jesus the Refugee’. The
focus was on the very small part of the story at the
conclusion of the Wisemen’s visit. Theywent home
by another route to avoid King Herod and Joseph
is told in a dream to flee to Egypt to avoid the
massacreof the innocents that was coming.
I started the servicewith a short video that I had put
together with narration and background music.

Thesimple craft in this serviceallowed the creation
of a greeting card that could be given to someone
who is finding life difficult and needed some
encouragement.

Thispicture and text were
printed inside the card
with a space to write the
name of the giver. The
lonely and isolated can
often find solace in
something that may
appear to be the
simplest of things. It’s a
truism, that it’s the
thought that counts.
We explored how Jesus

and his family might have felt being refugees in a
land where somuchwould havebeen alien to them.

For fun we
chatted
about the
different
answers
to these
questions.

During December three different Intergenerational
Services were experienced. The first was in
conjunction with St. Mary Magdalene, Littleton
where the church school opened its gates into its
playground. A simple community carol service took
place and I spoke of how we give time and space
to things we value. The challenge was to give time
and space for Jesus- Emmanuel, God with us, this
Christmas. Each household was given a card
template of Jesusand the Manger to make at home
and then place it somewherewhere it would be in
the way and noticed rather than treated as another
decoration.

Thefinal act of worship was to turn off all the lights
bar 2 that illuminated the Manger as we spent a
moment of silence in prayer and reflection.
Thesecond servicewas at StainesBaptist Fellowship
on a Sundaymorning where we took time to make
our Card Jesusand manger. The talk stripped out
so many things that have crept into the story and
sometimestake on a life of their own. e.g. there was
no donkey or Innkeeper and we asked what was
central to our Christmas?

Once again the
challenge was to place
the craft ‘in the way’ at
home to be a constant
reminder. I was grateful
to have been sent this
picture from one mum
showing where she had
placed Jesus.Somehow
it seemsapt to be on the
windowsill between the
washing up liquid and
the Hyacinth bulb!

The third service occurred midweek in the week
running up to Christmasat Ashford Baptist Church.
4 households gathered and engaged with what
was offered. One mum said she couldn’t get to the
Saturday events that the church often held and so
really appreciated being able to come to this
midweek event.

There may have been as many as 35 cardboard
Jesus’in homes over Christmas.I wonder whether it
was okay to have recycled Jesusin the New Year?


