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Oops I got sidetracked! How often has that
happened to you, especially when you are
searching for something on the Internet? There
seem to be so many shiny things to distract you and
take you down a rabbit hole that goes on and on!
Recently this happened to me. I was searching for
the exact quote from William Temple that is printed
as the strap line across the bottom of the middle
pages of this newsletter. A great quote and oh so
true. However I carried on looking and found other
gems from William Temple that resonated with me.
Such as;

It was fabulous to be with Little Tots in Littleton for
the first time. A story, a song and a puppet were
well received by adults and children alike. I will be
returning again in the New Year. I have also started
to take bookings from other groups, 2 in December
and then more into 2022. Some groups haven’t
started back since the Summer but if or when they
do I will be happy to re-engage with them once
more. It is a reality that many groups are struggling
to staff their sessions as those who used to
volunteer to do these groups have now chosen to
step back and replacements are very hard to find.
I am finding this to be a reoccurring issue in many
other ministries in churches that rely on volunteers
to make them happen.
At the end of the year one of our faithful volunteers
of more than 10 years will finally hang up his
scissors, glue stick, paper trimmer, newsletter folding
and envelope stuffing skills and leave a desk empty
in the office! Mike Taylor we want to say thank you
for all you have done, seen and unseen, over these
many years. Now who will change the starters in
the light fittings or cut out endless shapes from
sheets of paper or check out that the felt tip pens
still work?
Who might like to step up and offer a few hours a
week to help in these things going forward?
Perhaps you have other skills to offer as well. Be
bold, get in touch and let’s drink coffee / tea, eat
chocolate biscuits and see what’s possible.
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A gentle encouragement to be constant in prayer.

This is spot on and adds weight to FACT’s
boxes. We are keen to see our
shelves empty of the stock that has built up.
Strategically we want to offer them through
churches who are engaging with our
services. They would be an
obvious building block to faith in the home and an
extension of what we are doing through the
intergenerational services we are creating and
delivering.

It’s always fantastic to hear encouragements of the
moments where God was engaging with people.
This is the nature of
. One
attendee took the time to send me a message and
said,

This final quote reminds us that it’s by grace and
nothing of ourselves that we can know God.

Don’t forget you can use this QR
codes to visit our website.

Don’t forget you can use this QR
codes to visit our Donation page.
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From the end of October into the beginning of
November 3
were
offered in very different situations. The first was on a
Friday evening in a church, the second was for a
group of 5 year old girls in a home and finally the
last was in a school playground with 20 households
gathered around tables. Above are just
of the
pumpkins that I scrapped out for these events! The
climax for each event was a brief pause to stop and
look at the candle alight in each pumpkin through
the heart shaped hole they had cut and consider
how Jesus the light of world could be with them in
their lives regardless of what they might feel or fear
at that moment in time. The stories have been great!
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The end of November saw the start of the church
year with the season of Advent. It was wonderful to
have been able to offer 2 Intergenerational
Services in 2 different local churches on one
weekend. 1 on Advent Sunday morning and
another in the afternoon.
We considered the 4 simple 4 letter words of,
and
. These were printed on
the star that we constructed and used to aid our
thinking about Advent. Not seeing it as a count
down to Christmas but a time to wait and be in the
moment. This season is not one to be rushed
through to get to the prize of Christmas but to be
engaged with and to seek God in the moments
that present themselves, if we would but pause and
take time to notice and listen to God.
Comment from the Vicar in the parish newsletter said,

It’s been a wonderful start to the autumn
programme and it’s been good for me to ‘get back
in the saddle’ and work with families and children in
different environments. Like so many, numerous lock
downs due to the pandemic robbed me of a lot of
self-confidence and so to discover I could still do it
was very uplifting! I share that, recognising that
perhaps some might identify with it and be
encouraged, not to garner sympathy comments,
which are not necessary or desired.

In what or who do we place our
hope?
In the midst of the
busyness of life
can we find rest?

Early stages of creating the Advent Star with two
households working together and chatting about
the different words printed on it.
I was grateful for some of the immediate feedback
from both services.
One lady smiled at me and simply said,
Another grandmother wrote me a message and
said,

Will we choose to be set aside for
God, to be holy?

While one of the leaders for a church wrote and
said,

Will we worship at the crib of
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us?

I love the intense moments that can be experienced
with young children. Moments of wonder and
touching God in their own way. Seconds later there
was screeching and running around which is
equally acceptable, if a little harsh on the ears!

There was a 10 day blip in my schedule in
November as I managed to catch Covid. No idea
how or where but I placed myself in isolation at
home while it ran its course. I’m grateful that I had
been double vaccinated and so the effects were
unpleasant but not life threatening. I smiled when
my NHS letter calling me for my booster arrived
while I was languishing on my sofa. Sadly two other
Advent services had to be cancelled as no suitable
alternative dates could be found.

Both of these services saw households with children
attend who wouldn’t have normally attended a
service. This was particularly encouraging to both
churches (and me!)
Now I’m finishing the preparation for the Christmas
Intergenerational services that are booked and the
services for the New Year. More on those in the next
newsletter.

The Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are not its members.
William Temple Archbishop of Canterbury 1942 - 1944

