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A few weeks' back I was speaking (via Zoom) at a
gathering of national church leaders.
One asked me, 'What's the prophetic word? What
is Jesus challenging His church in the UK to do right
now?'
It has been very exciting to
have Stuart join us but we seem
to be in a season of Trustees coming to
the end of their terms of office. In the next
few months we will lose another Trustee and so our
quest to add new Trustees continues. Is this
something that you might like to investigate and
find out what is involved? I would love to hear from
you even if after chatting you don’t want to pursue
things further. Please get in touch. FACT needs you!

The autumn services that were run in local churches
gave me an opportunity to give away Time to
Share at Home boxes to households who attended
in their bubbles. If your church would like to offer
these boxes to families that are connected with
you, however irregularly, just give me a shout and
we can make it happen. There is something very
powerful about offering a simple gift to families in
these times. Home schooling is proving to be very
stressful and these boxes would provide some
family time in a relaxed environment away from
formal learning and the overload of screen time
that is the diet for so many currently.
I’m also hearing from so many families who are
struggling with online Sunday services that simply
don’t work for them even though they are well
intentioned. These boxes could easily create a
focus for an act of worship as a household and I’ve
had some positive feedback from some who have
used them in this way.
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I thought/prayed for a moment, and said,

It wasn't what he wanted to hear, clearly, but some
weeks on, I continue to suspect that I was right. This
is the prophetic word; this is what Jesus is
challenging His church in the UK to do right now.
We know about all the needs of our people, and
of the nation, and we know about our duty and
desire to meet them. So does Jesus.
We know about all the ways we are failing. So
does Jesus. And He also knows about everything
that is preventing us doing what we would love to
do.
You are doing your best. Be kind. To yourself and
to others. Offer your best, trusting that God will
make it enough, that God will make it abundantly
more than all you can ask or even imagine.
Believe that others are offering their best, in the
struggles they find themselves in, and thank God for
them.
Be kind. To yourself. And to others.
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Those who know me, even slightly, will be well
aware that the changing fashions in clothing
pass me by. I tend to be very practical, if it still
fits and it’s clean I’ll wear it. I have no idea
what the new colours are for this season.
However, as fashion changes, innovation
occurs and things can be seen in a
different way. What might have been
thought to be unthinkable or previously
unacceptable, double denim for example,
suddenly
became
desirable
and
achievable with unimaginable benefits. In
2020 where Super Model Gigi Hadid went
with her double (and even triple) denim
others followed.
As I write we are in the middle of another
Covid lockdown. This is most certainly
unfashionable and undesirable,
Nobody wants to be here in the midst of this
but it’s where we find ourselves. Wishing for the
things of the past or wanting to be in a future that
promises so much, but may well not deliver on those
glossy images presented in the media, is only
natural. What if we stop trying to escape this present
reality and embrace this new world, this new way of
being, of living? What are the things that we would
never have considered previously but are now
possibilities?
When it comes to church worship we have lived
through times where big is deemed beautiful. In fact
it’s what we have come to measure success by. We
count how many have attended. However, we have
often failed to asked whether anyone engaged or
encountered God, it has been sufficient to know that
they were there. We haven’t measured the
effectiveness of the worship model we are using or
the discipleship outcomes. We simply ask, ‘How
many seats did we fill?’

With the new limitations on church worship
services it has been a challenge to me to
consider what can be done and for whom it
will be created. Is big necessary and
beautiful? It might be cost effective in terms
of time, effort and money. It might even
polish an ego or two as bragging rights
about numbers are brandished in the
company of others but what about the
ones and twos?
I was musing on the story of Lot being
rescued from the the doomed Sodom. It’s
a good example of small being beautiful.
God decides Sodom’s time is up and that
there is only one way to deal with the gross
evil that had enveloped it, he would destroy
it. Abraham questions whether God would
spare it for the sake of small numbers of good
people: 50, 45, 30 or even 10. The answer was
yes to allow Lot and his family to escape.
‘Bubbles’ are the new collective noun for people at
this strange time and the way we try to gather to
worship will need to reflect this in 2021 and
probably way beyond. The ones and the twos will
matter in the way we operate our acts of worship.
Perhaps we should consider smaller, more intimate
gatherings of worship that will have less elements
that are suitable for large groups and more
elements suitable for small ones. Perhaps we should
be looking to repeat small worship gatherings
rather than trying to get everyone together at one
time. This will only happen if we are ready to
change our perspective and become a little more
radical in our thinking.
I’d be happy to help you and your church
leadership to engage with this and I have tried to
demonstrate some of these ideas through the
autumn services that I have offered.
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Following on from the great success of the Pumpkin
Carving and Services of Light in October the same
format was used to present an Advent Journey to
Christmas. 3 churches took up the offer for me to
come and run a Covid safe service for family
bubbles in their buildings. One on a Friday evening,
one on a Saturday evening and one on a Saturday
morning instead of their normal Messy Church.
Families booked their table slot via the online
website Eventbrite. All the places were free of
charge. During the 45 minute service each family
placed 4 pieces of a jigsaw onto their jigsaw mat
while using supporting notes and chatting about
their answers to the open questions. There was time
to wave streamers to the music of a modern Advent
song. Then a final centre piece of jigsaw was added
with this simple prayer.

Stuart Ellidge has joined the Board of Trustees of
FACT. We are all delighted that he is adding his
skills, knowledge and spiritual insights to the work
and ministry of the charity.
He originally hails from Shaw, a mill town in
Lancashire, but has been a resident of Ashford for
over 20 years. He is married to Kathryn and they
have two teenage daughters. They have been
attending Heaven@11 at St Peter's Staines for
more than 12 years where Stuart now serves as
one of the leaders, preparing and leading services
approximately once a month. He helps to keep the
Facebook group active and is also a member of
the St Peter's Leadership Team.
Stuart's professional life is in IT and he is currently
the Chief Technology Officer for Oxbury, a startup
bank focusing on the Agricultural sector. As CTO,
he has overall responsibility for all areas of IT,
including Web and Mobile Development, IT
Operations and Systems Security. Prior to taking the
role with Oxbury he spent around 15 years as a
consultant specialising in systems integration and
solution architectures. In that role he worked with
clients from many different industry sectors. British
Airways / IAG were among his longest serving
clients for over 9 years.
Stuart said,

To end our time of worship together ‘Baby’ made
an appearance to offer some insight into
Emmanuel, God with us.
Numbers that attended were small but the few that
came did more than simply enjoy the event, they
encountered and reflected on the wonder of God
in a manger. One person commented to me,
2 people in church leaderships want to talk further
in the New Year about developing these ideas.
Don’t miss out, get in touch for a chat and book yet
another Zoom meeting.
Sadly with the current lock down likely to run until at
least Easter my next service based around St.
Valentines Day will have to wait until next year.
However I will be planning for the Summer Term!

David and the others were happy, and they danced for the Lord with all their might.
1 Samuel 6:5

